A Shining Light:  Work begins on Blyth market’s new public artwork.

The newly renovated marketplace in Northumberland’s largest town is to be further enhanced with the region’s latest piece of public art commissioned by Inspire Northumberland.
Work has begun on installing Hyperscope by Newcastle-based conceptual artist Simon Watkinson, which looks to celebrate the past, present and future achievements of Blyth, Northumberland. (A detailed quote from the artist can be found further down the PR)
The 7.5 metre high stainless steel installation has the honour of being the exciting centrepiece that will greet visitors to Blyth town centre’s marketplace, which has been renovated at a cost of £3.1m by Blyth Valley Borough Council, Northumberland County Council, Northumberland Strategic Partnership, SENNTRi, One NorthEast and Inspire Northumberland.
The stunning artwork will impress people in both day and night-time conditions as Hyperscope uses the latest LED technology to illuminate itself against the night sky.  
Hyperscope is part of a series of work situated in North East England that has seen Simon Watkinson identify how the heritage of certain areas is ‘beneath our feet’.

The installation aims to highlight the coastal town’s rich industrial heritage and forthright regeneration ambitions drawing strongly from the legacy of its shipbuilding and coal mining past including when the Royal Navy used the Port of Blyth to dock their submarines during World War II.

Hyperscope has taken its primary functional source from a child like cardboard periscope device; the periscope is a perfect tool to put across Simon’s concept of negotiating the transition from below to above ground. Simon uses this simple but effective method to convey the vision of Blyth Town centre by associating the subterranean with the past and the sky with the future.  

The piece is being installed by a team of specialist fabricators, m-tec, who also constructed the complex light artwork at their Blackburn workshops in North West England.  Other key construction and installation credits include Team Valley-based Stage Electrics and Lighting Programmer, Steve Brown. 
Full measurements: Hyperscope is 7.5 metres high and 1.5 metres square at the base.
Wendy Scott of Inspire Northumberland, said: “Hyperscope is a powerful artwork that has a strong and integrated presence. Simon Watkinson has captured the essence of Blyth and put it firmly in the 21st century.  It is crucial to involve artists on design teams at the earliest stage to bring different perspectives that make schemes unique. This makes people feel inspired about the places where they live.” 

Blyth Valley Borough Council’s Councillor Grant Davey, who is responsible for regeneration added: “This exciting art work reflects the vision we have for Blyth town centre providing the right balance between, past, present and future. We hope that it will have a dramatic impact and further enhance our beautifully renovated marketplace.”
Hyperscope was commissioned was commissioned by Inspire Northumberland as part of the Blyth marketplace project funded by Blyth Valley Borough Council, Northumberland County Council, Northumberland Strategic Partnership, SENNTRi and One NorthEast.
Hyperscope has been funded by One NorthEast, Blyth Valley Borough Council and Inspire Northumberland.

Inspire Northumberland advise, advocate and deliver public art and design projects in the regeneration areas across Northumberland. They identify opportunities where innovative artists and designers can bring unique and exciting perspectives to projects that make them inspirational.
The Artist (quote):  Newcastle-born Simon Watkinson (41) is married with three children, said:  "For sometime my work has directly evolved from a consideration of the physical and social characteristics of particular spaces or buildings. The outcomes remain quite distinct from one another in terms of scale, material, and imagery. This in turn has meant the need to respond sensitively to the changing nature of the sites in which I work and has resulted in a wide range of approaches being undertaken. 
“My approach is based on the premise that it is important for artists to explore their interests, particularly in the built environment against the backdrop of shops, cars and people; giving people a different experience outside the confines of an art gallery setting. 

“Hyperscope was developed in relation to how Blyth has evolved over the years both industrially and socially."

Simon has two other pieces of public art in the region that incorporate the ‘beneath our feet’ theme they are Counterweight at Gala Theatre, Durham and Prospect in Chilton, County Durham.
Education Outreach:
Hyperscope has also enjoyed a community arts project led by conceptual poet Ira Lightman.  The scheme was entitled Blythscopes and asked residents to creatively communicate their feelings about Blyth as a place to live and work in. The phrases and key words, put forward during nineteen community workshops, were then used in eighteen binocular shaped artworks that have been displayed on hoardings around the Blyth marketplace site. This was a very important exercise that identified how passionate people are about the town.
It’s hoped the Blythscope binoculars will be permanently sited in a The Keel Row Shopping Centre for residents to admire for years to come.

The Next Move:
Hyperscope will be proudly unveiled to the public later in the year as part of the Blyth marketplace celebrations.
For further information about Inspire Northumberland please visit www.inspirenorthumberland.co.uk
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Photography: A batch of promotional photography will be issued to accompany this press release; they will show Hyperscope being lifted into place at Blyth marketplace.
Image credit: Jason Thompson.

(Please look out for further press release updates over the coming weeks).

