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Couple - a new commissioned work by sculptor, Sean Henry. The 5 metres tall bronze figures promise to catapult Newbiggin by the Sea, Northumberland, into the global arts and tourism spotlight and be a key part of the region's £10m sea-defence breakwater programme that is fully backed by the Department of Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). After a dramatic lead in to the installation, Couple was installed in the late hours of 17th August 2007.

Couple has been the culmination of 3 years work and it aims to symbolise the positive transformation the village will experience from the 200 metre long breakwater structure, which will be 350 metres out into Newbiggin Bay and will become the foundation for Couple and its steel pier (15 metres long and 7.5 metres in height).

A recent article by Hannah Forbes Black on Arts Hub UK entitled "Can public art change a community?" put Couple in the same creative equation as Antony Gormley's "Angel of the North" - a statement that will hopefully enable Couple to go forward and achieve its amazing potential.

The breakwater scheme is believed to be the first of its kind to be initiated along the North East coastline - the project will not only strengthen coastal defences in the village, but will re-create an amenity (it's BEACH) that in its heyday attracted thousands of visitors and day-trippers to what was then a popular Northumberland seaside attraction. Westminster Dredging will create the breakwater structure and install Couple, before transporting thousands of tonnes of sand from off the Lincolnshire coastline and pumping it ashore to create the new beach.
