 

Bless you! 
 

UK's first permanent offshore sculpture (Couple) and Newbiggin Bay beach to be blessed by North East Reverend...
 

Date: Friday 21st September
 

Time: 12:00 - 14:30 (a break down of the key event times and details of the blessing ceremony can be found below)
Initial meeting place: Newbiggin Sailing Club, Bridge Street, Newbiggin-By-The-Sea, Northumberland, NE64 6EG
 

News & Reviews: If members of the press can't make the official launch but would still like to visit the region and enjoy a tour of the beach programme including Couple, then arrangements can be made to meet people's diary needs.  Please contact Strictly Press for further details on 0191 2892809 or 0789 9910823.  Also, potential telephone interviews with artist Sean Henry can be arranged on request. 
 

Photography: To accompany any news or feature articles we have a set of high resolution promotional images of Couple spanning the earlier construction stages through to installation / situ (perfect for feature articles).
 

This press opportunity will be one of the first chances for the media to film / photograph Couple in all of its glory - now that the construction vessels have left Newbiggin Bay and the sculptures temporary ladders have been removed. 
 

========================
 

(1) Media Content:  
After a decade of meticulous planning and hundreds of construction hours the time has come to celebrate the engineering and creative achievements of Wansbeck District Council's Newbiggin Bay sea defence and beach recharge programme; a £10m Defra (Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs) funded project, which includes a 200 metre long x 40 metre wide breakwater (containing 49,000 tonnes of rock) and the UK's first permanent offshore sculpture entitled Couple by artist Sean Henry - an Inspire commissioned artwork.  
 

Inspire is the South East Northumberland Public Art & Design Initiative, set up to improve the built and natural environment through the involvement of artists and advocating quality design. The aim is to change perceptions, make a contemporary environment and raise aspirations for the future.
 

Back in August, international eyes watched with anticipation as a team of specialist contractors Westminster Dredging and Atkins installed the anonymous 5 metre tall male and female bronze figures on to their 7.5 metre tall steel pier platform, 350 metres out to sea (the artwork and steel pier platform has a combined height equivalent to two double decker buses).
 

The unique installation process sparked a frenzy of activity as the world's media descended onto Newbiggin Bay.  This in turn generated a fantastic tourism surge to the region, meaning car parks were jammed full as people visited Newbiggin Bay to witness the artwork firsthand, which has had a positive knock on effect for local businesses in the area - representing a hopeful example of things to come as Newbiggin by the Sea looks forward to its imminent rebirth.
 

Key supporters of the landmark Couple project includes: Northumberland Strategic Partnership; Defra (Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs); Inspire (South East Northumberland Public Arts & Design Initiative); Wansbeck District Council; Newbiggin Life; Arts Council England; Northern Rock Foundation; One NorthEast; SENNTRi; Creative Partnerships Northumberland; Atkins; and Westminster Dredging.
 

Websites:  If you missed any of the breakwater construction work or the installation of Couple don't worry as it has all been wonderfully documented on a community website including photographs, video footage and interviews - www.newbigginbay.co.uk 

 

========================
 

(2) BLESS YOU:  
 

To mark this momentous occasion in the history of Newbiggin by the Sea - both the Couple sculpture and Newbiggin Bay's fabulous new golden beach will be blessed by Reverend Judith Grieve of St. Bartholomew's Church.   
 

The ceremony will include Reverend Grieve blessing a smaller scale painted bronze replica of Couple (male figure = 140cm & female figure = 130cm), which will become a permanent fixture at Vernon Place on Newbiggin Bay's promenade.  No doubt they will become a big hit with tourists who will queue up to have their photograph taken with Newbiggin's famous couple. 
 

It is apt that Reverend Judith Grieve should deliver the official blessing as she and her parishioners have a wonderful vantage point of the new beach as St. Bartholomew's Church directly overlooks Newbiggin Bay.    
 

The new beach was been created by 500,000 tonnes of sand transported dredged and transported from the Lincolnshire coastline.
 

The celebrations will also include key note speeches by: ALEX WALLACE, Civic Head of Wansbeck District Council; MARK ROBINSON, Executive Director of Arts Council England, North East; and DENNIS MURPHY MP.
 

Artist SEAN HENRY will be amongst the guests applauding the achievements of the Bay programme.
 

========================
(3) Celebratory Event - Key Times: 

12:00: The performance of a specially commissioned piece of Brass band music by LOON and young people from Newbiggin by the Sea including . 

12:30: The blessing of Couple and the new beach by Reverend Judith Grieve.  

12:50: Keynote speakers 

13:30: A special showcase event at Newbiggin Sports & Community Centre entitled "The coast is always changing" organised by Northumberland-based group Create - the showcase will include poetry, music and performance work representing the young people's response to the Couple artwork through the genre of movement and sound. Venue address:Newbiggin Sports & Community Centre, Woodhorn Road, Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, NE64 6HG.

========================
 

(4) Inspire quote:  
Wendy Scott, Public Art and Design Officer for Inspire (South East Northumberland Public Arts & Design Initiative), talks about the impact of Newbiggin's newest residents.  
Wendy said:  "Inspire is very proud of what Couple has already achieved, it's fast becoming recognised as a symbol representing the regeneration of Newbiggin by the Sea.  The visionary project has been made possible by essential support from organisations including the Northumberland Strategic Partnership.
"The pioneering sculpture is the first of its kind to be integrated as part of a Defra sea defence scheme - a feat being realised in the North East of England that will secure its international reputation as being a leader in public art commissioning."
One of the key supporters of Couple has been the Northumberland Strategic Partnership, its role is to co-ordinate the efforts of all organisations with an interest in the regeneration of Northumberland, helping to ensure that the economic, social and environmental needs of the county are achieved.
You can find out more about the NSP by visiting www.nsp.org.uk 
========================
 

(5) Media Contacts: (for all interview and photography requests)

 

Garry Smith - Strictly Press (Couple - arts & education related issues) T: + 44 (0) 191 2892809 / M: +44 (0) 789 9910823 / E: news@strictlypress.co.uk    
Ian Leech - Wansbeck District Council (Environmental & Construction issues - breakwater) T: +44 (0) 1670 532291 / M: +44 (0) 7968102547 / E: I.Leech@wansbeck.gov.uk 
 

========================
 

(6) Celebratory Ceremony: Extra details
 

The Celebratory Ceremony event will also include performances from the various creative and education projects that have been taking place over the past 6 months through out Newbiggin by the Sea.  The education programme was delivered by New Writing North and involved creative practitioners visiting local schools, residential accommodations and community centres to generate special projects that encapsulate how the people of Newbiggin by the Sea - young and old - feel about the place in which they live.
 

There will be performances from young people of Moorside Primary School and Windsor First School who've been closely working with creative group LOON to produce a specially commissioned Brass band song using the theme of Couple as its motivation.
 

Also, New Writing North challenged the people of Newbiggin to write a poem inspired by the Couple artwork and eight lucky winners will have their poems printed on the back of picture postcard that will sold in local shops. A selection of the winners will be reading their poems during the celebratory event.
 

Further details about the creative elements of the project can be found at www.newbigginbay.co.uk/art.html alternatively visit www.toinspire.co.uk/projects_couple.html
You can also learn more information about the Newbiggin Bay sea defence and beach recharge programme by visiting Newbiggin Reborn at www.newbigginreborn.co.uk 
- ENDS - 
========================
(7) Notes to Editor:
i). Newbiggin by the Sea has its industrial heritage firmly based in coal mining and the fishing trade.  After the Danish invasion in AD 875, Newbiggin by the Sea was named Neubegang translated as new beginning.
Learn more about Newbiggin by the Sea by visiting www.newbigginbythesea.co.uk 
ii). Sean Henry's work is exhibited in public spaces and galleries across the globe, including: Amsterdam, Bologna (Italy), London, Los Angeles, Munich, Newcastle upon Tyne (Grainger Town sculpture), New York, Sydney and Umea (Sweden). For a full biography and to see other examples of Sean's work please visit www.seanhenry.com 
iii). Couple is secured by approximately 150 bolts to the steel pier's 6 legs that are imbedded into the breakwater sea defence.  
iv). The New Writing North programme involved the following creative practitioners: Nev Clay (poet / songwriter); Kate Fox (performance poet / stand up); Beda Higgins (poet); LOON (performance group); Carina Rodney (playwright); Anne Ryland (poet); and Anna Woodford (poet). 

The different project locations have included: Moorside Primary School and Windsor First School; Pembroke Court sheltered accommodation (part of the Anchor Trust) and Keir Hardie Court sheltered accommodation.
Please visit www.newbigginbay.co.uk/art.html to learn more about the programme.  
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