Wansbeck District Council’s Cultural Services in partnership with London College of Fashion and Inspire Northumberland is delivering a fashion and textile project that aims to inspire and nurture young designers living in Wansbeck and the North East of England.  This exciting venture will give young people between the ages of 15-25 the opportunity to take part in master classes in design. Drawing from the landscape and architecture of Northumberland, they will use both the natural environment and social world as inspiration for their final creations. The project will begin on the 28th July 2008 with a four day fashion school and end with a catwalk show 
Supported by Inspire Northumberland three of the most promising young people from the workshops will be chosen to take part in a traineeship and mentoring scheme with Hemingway Design.  The three successful young people will then be given the opportunity to visit Hemingway Design in London and will go on to take part in a 3 month mentoring programme provided by the company. At the end of the mentoring programme the young designers’ work will be included in a publication and showcase event supported by Inspire Northumberland.

All participants taking part in the initial workshops will also be given the opportunity to exhibit new work at The Biscuit Factory in Newcastle as part of a showcase event to mark the end of the project in Spring 2009.

